
 

More than 900 residents of northeastern Butler County (Bear Creek Area 
Chemical Site) were on bottled water after the discovery that their water 
wells were contaminated due to historical industrial waste disposal. State, 

county, and local officials worked to develop a new public water system to 
bring safe, clean drinking water to the Petroleum Valley. 

 

The Bear Creek Area Chemical Site includes at least 24 locations where industrial waste either 
has been documented or is suspected. The waste was disposed from approximately the 1950s 
until the 1970s in various areas in Fairview, Parker, and Concord Townships in Butler County 
and Perry Township in Armstrong County. During that time, Francis Spitzer, now deceased, and 
others transported wastes to the various sites from Koppers Co., the corporate predecessor to 
existing processors in the area. 

 

DEP finalized an agreement that called for the responsible parties to pay $18,118,813 towards 
cleanup of the Bear Creek Chemical Site and the new public water system. The settlement went 
towards the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Program fund to fulfill its obligation as a responsible party 
in the Bear Creek cleanup project. The settlement is the largest cash settlement from a 
responsible party in the history of Pennsylvania’s Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act program. In 
March 2002, DEP announced that it was taking action to have the sites cleaned up under 
Pennsylvania’s Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act (HSCA). A HSCA grant funded the Petroleum 
Valley Regional Water Authority’s design and construction of the water system. 

 

The Petroleum Valley Regional Water 
Authority is an area-wide water authority 
with representatives from the impacted 
municipalities. Volunteers orchestrated the 
design, construction, and operation of a new 
$22-million water distribution system. The 
system consists of 1.2 mg pump station, 
approximately 23 miles of waterline with a 
12” directional bore under the Allegheny 
River. The Authority also negotiated a water 
purchase agreement with East Brady 
Borough, part of which included significant 
upgrades to the East Brady system. This 
cooperative effect has helped create a 
regional water system for the area. 
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